




 Decorating the house

With a little creativity, it’s easy to make your own 
decorations, and it can keep you and the kids 
entertained for hours. Always encourage your kids 
to go for activities at a level slightly above their 
ability, so it’s challenging for them. Chances are 
they’ll try it, have fun and love it! 

Paper chains
Cut strips of red and green paper and loop and secure them 
with tape or glue to make a chain and hang them all over 
the house. For added colour and less expense use 
recycled birthday or Christmas cards, old magazines 
and newspapers.

Gingerbread house
Make and decorate a gingerbread house – or if you’re short 
on time cheat and buy a DIY one that just needs sticking 
together and decorating, it’s just as much fun. 

Christmas cookies 
Use your favourite or easiest biscuit recipe and a Xmas 
shape cutter, and decorate them with coloured icing or 
hundreds and thousands. You might even be able to 
hang them on the tree, if you don’t eat them fi rst! 

Advent calendar
Try making your own from recycled fabric and sew 
on pockets for each day in December. Older kids 
can help with some of the sewing too, and 
then paint on the numbers from 1–24. 
Put a chocolate in each pocket and 
perhaps an act of kindness suggestion 
– the kids can make them up, for example 
be nicer to my sister, call Grandma, help 
mummy tidy the toys away.

If you don’t have a cutter, start 
by making your own Christmas 

stencils – snowman, tree, bell, 
star, angel – and use them for some 

of the following… 

• Use your stencils to make shapes 
you can cut out and decorate with 

glitter and sequins.

• Salt dough Christmas tree decorations, 
hours of fun making the dough, and 

Christmas moulds, letting it dry and 
decorating it. You’ll fi nd the recipe at 

www.halosnhorns.co.uk

• Home made Christmas crackers: wrap 
recycled toilet rolls in red or green tissue paper 

and tie the ends with raffi a. Don’t forget to 
pop a few goodies in fi rst – a chocolate, a 

joke and a little something extra.

• Pine cones: place them on the tree as they are or 
paint them. Try dipping the ends in a little pot of gold, 

silver or white paint… and for added sparkle dip them 
again in some glitter whilst the paint is still wet.

Top tips

Tree 

decorations
Whether you put 

your tree up in early 
December or on Christmas 

Eve, letting the children 
join in, or even take control, 

adds to the excitement. 
And because they’ve been 

involved they’re far more 
likely to remember the 

experience in years to come.
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... and finally
On Christmas Day stop little ones going into meltdown before 8am by 

staggering the pressies… this works well with under 5s. Get Santa to 

leave a stocking with little bits and bobs outside the children’s bedroom 

or at the bottom of their bed, hopefully they can open it on Grandma’s 

bed… it helps give you all chance to get up and sorted before attacking 

the bigger presents around the tree. 

Of course, after all the excitement make sure you get back on track 

with your bath and bed time routine to relax little ones after a hectic 

day… and Halos N Horns fun bath time goodies make great little 

stocking fi llers!
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Christmas presents, 
cards and wrapping
Grand parents, and let’s 
be honest parents too, love 
gifts that have been made 
by their little angels. It’ll 
bring a smile to their faces, 
and it’ll save you money 
too. So why not try one 
of the following:

Homemade Christmas 
cards

Use your stencils to cut out 

sponge shapes, dip them in paint 

and make imprints on the front of 

a folded piece of card. When the 

paint dries, add features, such as 

sticking on a fabric hat and scarf 

to a snowman.

Christmas 
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There’s bound to be a few festive 
disasters, but don’t worry. Try 
to turn them into something 

funny – it can act as a coping 
mechanism – in the future you’re 
all much more likely to remember 
something that went wrong with 

delight even if it was a great 
deal of trouble at the time. For 
example, “Do you remember 

the time the Christmas tree fell 
down?” or “Do you remember 

that Christmas when the 
cranberry sauce was ruined 
and we had marmalade!” 

disasters

A grandchild’s calendar 

It’s really easy to make, stick your 
child’s photo on a piece of card and 
paint around it, or get your little 
one to do a drawing and sign it, or 
use their foot or hand prints. Then 
pick up a little calendar book really 
cheaply and stick it on.

One-off flowerpots

Help your child decorate a fl owerpot 
– it’s great for gardening lovers!

Gift tags

Use your stencil to make special gift 
tags, decorate them in your favourite 
glitter colours and write your 
message on the back.

Festive wrapping paper

Make your own festive wrapping 
paper, try leaf stencils or your 
Christmas themed stencil cut outs.

Take a look at the Kids Fun Stuff 
section on www.halosnhorns.co.uk 
for more fun ideas and inspiration.
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